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News Release 

 

AGC Begins Full-scale Study to Expand its Bio-CDMO Capability in Japan 

― Selected for METI's "Developing biopharmaceutical manufacturing sites to strengthen vaccine 

production project" ― 

Tokyo, October 3, 2022 - AGC (AGC Inc.; Headquarters: Tokyo; President: Yoshinori Hirai), a world-leading 

manufacturer of glass, chemicals, and high-tech materials, has announced that the company has been selected on 

September 30 as eligible for METI's*1 "Developing biopharmaceutical manufacturing sites to strengthen vaccine 

production project" (hereinafter referred to as the "Subsidy Project")*2. With this selection, AGC will accelerate its 

expansion planning of its biopharmaceutical CDMO*3 capabilities at the AGC Yokohama Technical Center (Tsurumi-

ku, Yokohama) to be operationally ready in 2025. 

As was the case for COVID-19, new types of vaccines utilizing biopharmaceutical technologies are being researched 

and developed around the world to combat new infectious diseases. Meanwhile in Japan there are limited 

production sites for biopharmaceuticals, including these new types of vaccines, and the development of production 

sites in Japan is an urgent issue. 

Against this backdrop, the additional capabilities AGC is considering for the AGC Yokohama Technical Center 

consists of CDMO services for mRNA pharmaceuticals, cell and gene therapeutics, and protein based 

biopharmaceuticals made using mammalian cell cultures, which also can be applied for the manufacture of vaccines 

in the event of a pandemic. With the Bio-CDMO know-how that the Group has cultivated at its multiple sites, Japan, 

the U.S., and Europe, the Group aims to early expand its services in Japan, thereby adding to the domestic 

biopharmaceutical development and manufacturing capacities, and a more robust production network.  

Under its medium-term management plan AGC plus-2023, the AGC Group has positioned its Life Science 

business, including biopharmaceutical CDMO services, as one of its strategic businesses and has aggressively made 

acquisitions and capital investments to expand this business. To date, the Group has established cGMP-compliant 

production sites in three regions around the world, Japan, the US, and Europe, and has also continuously adapted 

new technologies and modalities to meet customer needs. The AGC Group will work to provide its customers in 

each region with globally unified, high-quality services, contributing to customers, patients, and the wider society 

as a whole.  

 

Notes 

*1 METI: Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 
*2 Subsidy Project: METI has established a program to secure facilities that can produce biopharmaceuticals to meet the needs of 

companies during normal times and switch to vaccine production during emergencies, in order to prepare for future variants and 

new infectious diseases.   
*3 CDMO: Contract Development & Manufacturing Organization. A company which is contracted on behalf of another company to serve 

product manufacturing as well as the development of manufacturing processes. 
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REFERENCE 

The AGC Group’s CDMO business locations 

 

 

Seattle 
(US) 
2017: Acquired 
2020: Expanded facilities for 
mammalian cells and established new 
facilities for microbials 

Copenhagen 
(Denmark) 
2017: Acquired 
2018: Expanded facilities for mammalian cells 
2020: Expanded facilities for mammalian cells 
2023: To expand facilities for mammalian cells 

Fukui 
(Japan) 
2024: To expand facilities 

Chiba 
(Japan) 
2020: 
Expanded synthetic 
pharmaceuticals 
Established new facilities 
for mammalian cells 

Yokohama 
(Japan) 
2025 target (Under consideration): 
To establish new facilities for 
mammalian cells, mRNA, cell and gene 
therapeutics 
  

Milan 
(Italy) 
2020: Acquired 
2022: Expanded facilities 

Heidelberg 
(Germany) 
2016: Acquired 
2023: To expand facilities 

Malgrat de Mar 
(Spain) 
2019: Acquired 
2022: Expanded facilities 
2024: To expand facilities 

Colorado 
(US) 
Boulder Plant 
2020: Acquired 
2021: Started operations 
Longmont Plant 
2021: Acquired 
2022: Expanded facilities 

Site for synthetic pharmaceuticals 

Site for biopharmaceuticals 

Site for synthetic medical and agrochemical products and 
biopharmaceuticals 
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